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Parent Progress Meetings

Pupil Progress meetings are open for booking on Arbor. These meetings provide a valuable opportunity to
discuss your child's progress, the results of the latest assessment week, and any next steps in their learning
journey. We look forward to meeting with you to discuss your child's achievements and progress and to
work together in supporting their continued success.

England's Biggest Ever Football Session

Today as a school, we took part in England's Biggest Ever Football Session. During lunchtime, every child
and adult participated in a football game to celebrate this empowering game. We highlighted the
importance of inclusivity in sports, showing all children that girls belong in football. As a school, we see the
importance of everybody being involved in any sport and movement, and we want all children to see that
they are important and are able to do any sports. We always love having the opportunity to get involved in
all of these celebrations. Miss Ashton would like to say a big thank you to all children and adults for taking
part in this fantastic event!

World Book Day

We have had a fantastic, week-long celebration of World Book Day, filled with exciting activities that
sparked our love for reading. From embarking on a thrilling book hunt and creating personalised
bookmarks to enjoying library visits and our dress up day, the week was packed with fun. We also
embraced the opportunity to read in unusual places. But perhaps most importantly, we were able to spend
time sharing the books and characters we love the most, celebrating the stories that inspire and connect us
all.

Easter Bingo
We are excited to kick off our Easter activities and cannot wait to get started! Our Easter Bingo event is

available to book on Arbor for just £5.00, which includes a hotdog, crisps, a drink, and plenty of fun.
Additionally, we will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday, 28th March, to collect donations of Easter
treats for bingo prizes and the raffle hamper. Any support with these donations will be greatly appreciated,
and we thank you in advance for helping make this event a success!

Easter Egg Decorating and Easter Bonnet Competition

We are thrilled to be holding our annual egg decorating and Easter bonnet competition again this year!
After seeing the fantastic entries from previous years, we cannot wait to see the incredible creations the
children come up with this time. For the decorated eggs, the possibilities are endless — whether its a
character, fun patterns, or anything else that sparks their imagination!

Just a reminder:

e All eggs must be hard-boiled to ensure they are ready for display.
e No entries should be in boxes larger than a shoe box, as they will not be displayed,
e Entries must not be brought into school before 31st March 2025.

Winners will be announced on 4" April 2025. We look forward to seeing all the wonderful and creative
designs!



School Visitors

We had visitors in school this week who were truly blown away by the children's behaviour and learning. It
was wonderful to see them so impressed by the enthusiasm, focus, and creativity our students
demonstrate every day. It is always a pleasure to share the amazing things happening at St Michael with St
Thomas, and we are so proud of the incredible pupils and staff. Their hard work and dedication really shine
through!

Red Nose Day
Red Nose Day is back! On 21st March 2025, we will be supporting this fantastic cause by wearing

something red. It is a fun and easy way to contribute to a fantastic cause that helps change lives. We
encourage everyone to join in the spirit of giving and show your support by wearing red on the day.
Donations for this worthwhile cause can be made via the link below. Let us come together and make a
difference!

https://donation.comicrelief.com/?cartld=rnd25-
bbc&utm_source=website&utm medium=bbc&utm campaign=rnd25 register uk fundraise cr000
2707

Looking Ahead:

Here are some important dates for your diaries to help you plan for the next few weeks:
. 10t March — Y6 Library visit

. 10t March — Y4 Library visit

. 18t March — Y4 Clonter Opera Trip

° 215t March — Red Nose Day

o 25% March — Y5 Pupil Progress Meetings

° 25™ March — Y6 Pupil Progress Meetings

° 26%™ March — Reception Pupil Progress Meetings

° 26™ March — Y1 Pupil Progress Meetings

o 27 March — Y3 Pupil Progress Meetings

° 27t March — Y4 Pupil Progress Meetings

° 28" March — Non-uniform day (Easter treat donations)

° 315t March — Y2 Pupil Progress Meetings

° 315t March — Easter Egg competition entries

° 3" April — Easter Service Y4 (Church 9:30am — Parents welcome)

° 3 April — Easter Bingo (children only)

. 4t April — End of Term

Please note, these dates are subject to change — please ensure you check them each
week for any amendments or additions.



https://donation.comicrelief.com/?cartId=rnd25-bbc&utm_source=website&utm_medium=bbc&utm_campaign=rnd25__register__uk__fundraise__cr0002707
https://donation.comicrelief.com/?cartId=rnd25-bbc&utm_source=website&utm_medium=bbc&utm_campaign=rnd25__register__uk__fundraise__cr0002707
https://donation.comicrelief.com/?cartId=rnd25-bbc&utm_source=website&utm_medium=bbc&utm_campaign=rnd25__register__uk__fundraise__cr0002707
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Livivig) Oy Valnes

Our Christian Value for this half S+ Michael with S+ Thomas
term is: Ure
. Come aund join the Sunday services
FO V@lV@V] €SS at our beauntiful chureh! See
+imes below,
“We look after each other and Don't foraet Children’s Charch ow
alw. ays +ry to be kind” the first Sunday of every month.

WHEN YOU'FORGIVE,
YOU SET YOURSELF FREE

a

Holy Communion
Service

o

~

) Every Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth Sunday at
10:30 a.m. for 1 hour

Let’s Talk AboutRights!

This week our Article of the week for you +o discuss Article of the WEEK

at howme is: Article 23: A child with a disability has
the right to special care and education to help 23
develop and enjoy a full and decent life

What does this mean?

CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES

- How do children access this right?
- How cam duty bearers help +o ensure
children have this right?




aady, Rosacil, Sfel ++

We are ready to learn,
\,  ready to listen and ready

e to embrace
. \

opportounities.

We respect our friends,
our teachers, our visitors
and all members of our
commonity.

Respectful

We know how we can
keep ourselves safe and
make sure we do all we

can to keep our school
family safe.

Quotes from Miss Slingsky's
#Positivegossip Book this week:

Nell (Rec) for beautiful singing in the
Ash Wednesday service

Eva (12) for sharing her beantiful
reading with Wiss Aslton

Frankie (Rec) and Hazel for excellent
singing during the Ash Wednesday
service

Josh R for superb reasoning skills in
maths — Mrs Bouvet+

Dylav Y3 for working hard on his
homework in homework club — Miss
Ashton

Reception children — for always saving
‘Hello” whewn they see me in the corridor
- Miss Bates

Headteacher’'s Award Wivmers

Rec - Ted for always showing an eagerness o learn

Y1 = Charlotte for being a fantastic role model +this week
Y2 = Esimay for trying hard +o use her “Fred Fingers’
Y2 — Theo for writing a fantastic varrative v writing

¥4 - Freddie for brilliant behaviour for learning this
weekl

Y5 — Zac for being a wonderful ambassador for our school

Y6 — Alfie for listening respectfully to others and
working extremely hard +his week

Luvchtime Superstars

Rec - Theo
M1 - Lola
V2 — Heidi
M2 — Dylav
M4 — Eriv
V5 —Ruby
MG - Faith




Aerandance Conrrsl

Fmomenrsmatrer

whole School Attendauce — this vear: Class Attendance:
— 7397
as5.4% Rec — d5.F%
M1 — A5%
Whole school attendance — this week: V2 — AG.4%%
A5% N2 - A31%
: M4 — A6. 3%
Class attendance wivver:
M5 — 44.3%
a4.3% - 5 Yo - 7.9

v

Important reminder regarding reporting
absences.

Please be reminded that you need to notify school before
9am with the reason for absence for this to be recorded
appropriately.

Please note ‘Feeling unwell’, ‘poorly’ or ‘under the
weather’ is not sufficient, more detail is required such as
‘has been sick’ or ‘has a temperature’ is required.

There are lots of ways to notify school of absence. You can
call the school number and leave a message on the absence
line, you can send a message via Arbor or you can email the
school office.

Thank you for your continued support




CHOOSING THE RIGHT
TYPE OF TEXT

Betore Integrating technology, consider the types
of text that a child engages with, If they need help
on occasion, dignol reading pens con casist by

-] g woeds or These
tools are especiolly uselu for students with reading
asficulties, and can even be used in exams if they're
part of thelr routine learing process, Proper
trolning and practice are required, but they can be
@ great help when tockiing printed text.

1

2 READING ON SCREEN

Mory dovices now cllow users to customise

text for better recdabiity. Adjusting font type, size
ond bockground colour can significantly enhonce
comprehension. For many readers, white text on o
black bockground is the eosiest (o see, whereas
cther styles ~ such os dyslexia-friendiy fonts ~ cre
designed to help 1hase who are struggling.
Teaching children how 1o personalise text settings
on tholr devices empowers them to read more
comiortobly and with greater confidence.

3 ACCESSIBILITY TOOLS

Most modem devices include bulit-in tools M,

designed to support reacers. These features

con be found in Settings under Accesibiity ond
moy inchude text-to-speech, speech-1o-text and
screen magnification functions. Enobling these tools
con moke digitol reoding more user Irendly,
especiolly for children with leaming difficuities or
visual impcirments, who might have on ecsier time
with spoken languoge than the written wered, or who
might simply require a closer lock ot the text.

4 [NTERACTIVE READING
PROGRAMMES

Maorvy digital reoding devices, such as Kindle

ond other o-readers, oftor features like word
hghlighting, odpastable text speed ond baalt-in
cictionaried. These 100ls help learmers to breck
Sown complex words ond phroses while
maointaining an appropriate reading pace. Some
Progrommes even oliow users 1o trock thelr
progress, making recding o more structured and
motivating experience.

g VIDEO GAMES AND ﬁ

READING SKILLS

Moty video gomes requive piayers to read
Instructions, character diclogues and mission
cbjectives, making them on unexpected but
effoctive literacy tool. Games thot involve
steeytelling, puzties o problem-solving often
include lorge amounts of text - encouraging
chidren to reod these texts aloud o ciscuss them
con Improve their comprehension ond vocabulary in
afun, engoging woy,

1’0 Top TlpS for, Parents anid Educators

USING TECHNOLOGY TO
BOOST READING SKII.LS

The way we engage with text has changed dramatically over the years. Whether reading captions on soclol media, Instructions
In @ video game or an e-book on a digitol device, technology plays a major role in modern literacy. While traditional books
remain invaluable, digital tools can enhonce reading skills by making text more accessible, interactive and engaging.

1!

¢ SUBTITLES AND
CLOSED CAPTIONS

—

Waotching videos with subtities or closed
captions is an effective woy to enhonce reading
skiks, As childron wotch thelr fovourite shows or
online videos, they can foliow clong with the text,
Qoining o better understanding of how written words
sound when spoken aloud. This is porticusarty
benaeficlal for reluctant readers, o & exposes them to
words ln afomillor, engoging contert, Repeatedly

ont with reirdorces word
rocognmon and :omplohonllov\

L

7 USING AUD!OBOOKS

Audiobocks are an excellent woy 1o deveiop
listening and recding skills simultonecusly.
Children con follow along with the text while
Ustening to 0 narrator, rentorcing word recognition
ond fluency. For struggling readers, listening to an
oudiobock belore ottempting o recd the text
independently can booat their confidence ond
comprebension.

o ;a1 T

g TEXT-TO-VOICE
TECHNOLOGY

Text-to~voice softwore reads digital text aloud,
making it easier lor leamers to follow along. Most
smortphones, tablets and computers come with
this function budlt in. When enabled, users con
highlight a passoge or sentance and press Play to
heor it read cloud. This tool is particutarly helplul for
ouditory learners and thase who struggle with
decoding written words.

VOICE-TO-TEXT FOR
WRITING AND READING

Volce-to-text tools ollow users to dictate words,
which are then transcribed into text. This fecture
helpa children see the connection between spoken
ond written languoge. By using text-to-voloe to
have their gictated woeds read bock to them,
leamers con Yy and imp thelr
reading ond writing skills simultoneousty.

—

SOCIAL MEDIA AND
PARENTAL CONTROLS

While social media provides oppoctunitios for
reading, most plotiorms have oge restrictions of
13-3% years old, making porental guidance essential
Many social medio videos Include coptions and
comments thot Con encouroge reoding. Howeover, it's
impaortant to use the plotiorm's parental controls
(such as time limits ond content fiters) to create a
sote ond educationol online enviconment foe
chiddren. Encowroging responsidile sociol medio use
con enture o batanced and productive approach to
digitat literacy.
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Meet Qur Expert , ”
Catrino Lowri is o qualified speciol needs teacher and experienced / k ) “

SENCO. She recently lounched her own site, Neuroteachers, which offers
a library of shart, ‘how-10’ and explanation videos for educators. Cotrina
also writes and delivers online training and events for multi-ocodemy
trusts, businesses, schools ond training organisaticns.

X @wake_up_weds K3 /wuwihenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday " @wake.up.weds
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